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This is a document to track the change request to the BIRT API.  For each change request, the document will describe the new requirement, proposed solution and follow-up actions.

1.   
Introduction

Refactor the file locator interface so that Model can provide unified way to locate the file that design file includes.
The original IFileLocator is used only for searching image files, but there is the same requirement for library files, message files. So Model plans to extend the file searching mechanism so that it can be applied to search all kinds of files in Model. The old name IFileLocator is renamed to IResourceLocator. UI or application server can implement it own file searching rules in the implementation of IResourceLocator, and override Model’s default one.
The steps in searching one file:
1. Search file taking  the file name as absolute file name;

2. Search file taking the file name as relative file name and basing "base" property of report design;

3. Search file with the file locator (IResourceLocator) 
2.   Changed APIs:

2.1   Name = findFile
Component name = IFileLocator
Package name =  org.eclipse.report.model.api
Change Request:


Change from 

/**


 * Searches the file by the given file name. The actual search algorithm


 * will be different in different environment.


 * 


 * @param designHandle


 *            The report design to tell the search context. This could be


 *            null if the search algorithm does not need the design.


 * @param filename


 *            The file name to be searched. This could be an absolute path


 *            or a relative path.


 * @return The absolute file path. <code>null</code> if the file can not


 *         be found.


 */

String findFile( ReportDesignHandle designHandle, String filename );
to


/**


 * Searches the file by the given file name. The actual search algorithm


 * will be different in different environment. The file type is just helpful


 * when different file searching steps for different files are required.


 * Because new file type will be added if design file includes new file, the


 * default searching steps are encouraged for unknown file type to improve


 * robustness.

 * 


 * @param designHandle


 *            The report design to tell the search context. This could be


 *            null if the search algorithm does not need the design.


 * @param filename


 *            The file name to be searched. This could be an absolute path


 *            or a relative path.


 * @param type


 *            The type of the file to search. The value must be one of


 *            <code>IMAGE</code> and <code>LIBRARY</code>. The 


*             implementation should provide default search rule for unknown type.

 * @return The <code>URL</code> object. <code>null</code> if the file


 *         can not be found.


 */

URL findResource( ReportDesignHandle designHandle, String filename, int type );
Proposed Solution:
Now, Model searches images and libraries in design file. Experience tells us the file searching steps for different files are different. So the implementation of IFileLocator might define different file searching for them. But new file type will be added, so default file searching is also required for unknown type.
3.   Added APIs:

N.A.
4.   Removed APIs:

N.A.
5.   Miscellaneous Change Requests
N.A.
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