
BIRT API Change Control Document

1BIRT API Change Control Documentation


11. Changed APIs:


12. Added APIs:


23. Removed APIs:


24. Miscellaneous Change Requests


This is a document to track the change request to the BIRT API.  For each change request, the document will describe the new requirement, proposed solution and follow-up actions.

1.   
Introduction

Refactor the file locator interface so that Model can provide unified way to locate the file that design file includes.
The original IFileLocator is used only for searching image files, but there is the same requirement for library files, message files. So Model plans to extend the file searching mechanism so that it can be applied to search all kinds of files in Model. UI or application server can implement it own file searching rules in the implementation of IFilelocator, and override Model’s default one.
The steps in searching one file:
1. Search file taking  the file name as absolute file name;

2. Search file taking the file name as relative file name and basing "base" property of report design;

3. Search file with the file locator (IFileLocator) 
2.   Changed APIs:

2.1   Name = getID
Component name = DesignElementHandle
Package name =  org.eclipse.report.model.api
Change Request:


Change from 

/**


 * Returns the unique ID for this object. The ID is valid only within this


 * one design session. IDs are available only if the application is


 * configured to use IDs. In general, the web client requires IDs, but the


 * Eclipse client does not.


 * 


 * @return the element ID


 * @see ModuleHandle#getElementByID


 * @see org.eclipse.birt.report.model.metadata.MetaDataDictionary#enableElementID


 */


public int getID( );
to


/**


 * Returns the unique ID for this object. The ID is valid only within this


 * one design session. IDs are available only if the application is


 * configured to use IDs. In general, the web client requires IDs, but the


 * Eclipse client does not.


 * 


 * @return the element ID


 * @see ModuleHandle#getElementByID


 * @see org.eclipse.birt.report.model.metadata.MetaDataDictionary#enableElementID


 */


public long getID( );
Proposed Solution:
Now, ID of all the design elements are of long type. So the return type of method getID is changed from “int” to “long”.
2.2   Name = getElementByID
Component name = ModuleHandle
Package name =  org.eclipse.report.model.api

Change Request:


Change from 


/**


 * Finds the handle to an element by a given element ID. Returns


 * <code>null</code> if the ID is not valid, or if this session does not


 * use IDs.


 * 


 * @param id


 *            ID of the element to find


 * @return A handle to the element, or <code>null</code> if the element


 *         was not found or this session does not use IDs.


 */


public DesignElementHandle getElementByID( int id );
to


/**


 * Finds the handle to an element by a given element ID. Returns


 * <code>null</code> if the ID is not valid, or if this session does not


 * use IDs.


 * 


 * @param id


 *            ID of the element to find


 * @return A handle to the element, or <code>null</code> if the element


 *         was not found or this session does not use IDs.


 */


public DesignElementHandle getElementByID( long id );
Proposed Solution:
Now, ID of all the design elements are of long type. So the parameter “id” of this method will be of long type too.
3.   Added APIs:

N.A.
4.   Removed APIs:

N.A.
5.   Miscellaneous Change Requests
N.A.
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